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ancient temples and wooden architecture which reflects the tradition of Karaikudi. The place is also well known 


Carving God and Goddess as Design Themes for ancient crafts like wood carving, traditional jewelry making, Athangudi tiles which are made using pleasant 


by ; ; colors and design patterns with locally available soil. 
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Different stages of silver article preparation. 
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Parts of article are made separately and joined 
together as one product. 


Silver sheet is cut into required shape to form the 
product. 


Work environment of the crafts men. 


Group of skilled artisans known for their expertise in 
silver embellishment craft. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


Different tools and raw materials used are: 


¢ Pure Silver: Silver blocks are and converted into biscuits, which is then converted into thin sheets to make the 
silver articles. 


¢ Pressing Machine: This is used to convert the silver biscuits into thin sheets. 

* Compass: A tool is used to give precise circular shapes to the design. 

¢ Flux: An adhesive solution used to solder joints of the article to combine the pieces into one product. 
¢ Crucible: Crucible is a container used to melt the silver. 

¢ File: File is used in filing the article to obtain shine. 

¢ Sand Paper: Sand paper is used to rub the surface of the product to get smooth effect. 

¢ Wax Polish: Wax polish is applied while buffing, to give shine to the final product. 

¢ Cutter: Cutter is used in cutting the silver sheets. 


¢ Hammer and Wooden Mallet: These are used to hammer and shape the product. 


° Chisel: Different types of chisels are used to carve the designs on the product. 


Tool of different sizes used to measure the thickness of the silver sheet. 
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Tool to measure the width of the silver sheet. 
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Mould in which molten silver is poured. Varieties of hammers and cutters are used to form the 
required shape of article. 
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Compass used to attain the circular shape. 


Fine filtered sand used for sand blasting. 
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Spray gun used in sand blasting process. 
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Making Process 


Silver blocks are melted and converted into silver biscuits of required size and these biscuits are converted into 
silver sheet, using pressing machine. The sheet is measured for the required length/dimension and cut according- 
ly. The sheet is then rolled into a cylinder shape. 


Parts of the article is prepared separately and soldered to join them. Flux is applied on joints and heated to sol- 
der the joints. The heated article is dipped in sculpture liquid and then in normal water. It also removes the black 
coat from the article, thus giving it a glittering effect. The article is then hammered to give the desired shape. 
The heating and cooling process is repeated for 3 to 4 times in between to strengthen the properties of metal. 


Once the article has obtained the desired shape, it is filed and the surface is smoothened using a sand paper. 
Polish is applied to bring out the shine. Designs are drawn ona sheet of sticker, which is cut and pasted on the 
polished article. The areas not covered are sand blasted to give a matt finishing and dull effect. The stickers then 
removed and artisan carves the design on those areas using different types of chisels. 


This technique is used to highlight the design on the product. Finally the product is buffed and polished to attain 
shine and luster. 


Silver block is the main material in silver Silver blocks are melted and converted into silver 


embellishment. biscuits. 
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The heating and cooling process is repeated for 3 to 4 times. 


10 


D’source i 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 


Design Resource 
Silver Embellishment - 
Karaikudi 


Carving God and Goddess as Design Themes 
by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Ms. Shruti K. and 

Ms. Smitha S. 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/silver-embellish- The heated article is dipped in sculpture liquid and 
ment-karaikudi/making-process then in normal water. 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 

4. Products 

5. Video 

6. Contact Details 


& Pi 


The silver biscuit is put through boring machine to The silver sheet is measured to obtain the length 


convert it into silver sheet. required to make the product. 
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The sheet is hammered to form the required shape. 


Measurements are marked using compass. 
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The base is soldered and joined. Circular shape of sheet is cut in the silver sheet for the 
base of the container. 
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Article is fixed to turning machine for polishing. 


Polish is applied for shine. 
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Design is made on a sheet and cut. 
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The uncovered areas are sand blasted to attain dull Designs are engraved using chisel. 
matt finishing. 
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Image of silver article before and after sand blasting and design engraving. 
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Products 


Karaikudi silver articles are famous for its unique traditional designs. The design themes used are God and God- 
dess carved on the product. The borders are designed with floral motifs. One of the interesting techniques used 
in making the product is the sand-blasting, which gives a dull texture on the surface of the silver product and 
highlights the design. 


The main products are, the silver pot known as Kalasha, Silver lamps (deepam), small containers used in pooja, 
Turmeric and vermillion (Kumkum) holders, and many other products. 


The distinctive product came across is the silver baskets woven by thin strips of silver. The visual attribute of the 
basket that attracts the eyes of customers is the intricate workmanship on the basket, the luster of the pure 
polished silver and the durability of the material. These baskets are produced in various sizes as demanded by the 
customer. 
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Silver article designed with floral motif. 
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Beautifully embellished silver lamp. An old traditional silver lamp with temple Gopuram 
design. 
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A plain silver container. 


Plain silver pot which is known as Kalasha used for 
pooja purpose. 
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Designed Kalasha engraved with traditional design. 
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Video 


Silver Embellishment - Karaikudi 


Further the piece is heated, cooled and hammered using wooden hammer to make round 


Silver Embellishment - Karaikudi 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Shruti K. and 
Smitha S. at NID Campus, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhuduttal[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


